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ARTIFICIAL LIGHTING.
Haldane1 draws attention to the dangerous practice of mixing water-gas "with ordinary coal-gas. The mixture as supplied to houses in many of our large towns contains 18 to 20 per cent, of carbonic oxide, thus being three or four times as poisonous as it was in former times. Water-gas is added for the sake of economy, it being quickly and cheaply manufactured, and having a fair illuminating power. Persons accidentally breathing an atmosphere containing these gases would be exposed to great danger. Sup It is noteworthy that the prosecution was successful. One-tenth is probably the maximum that should be allowed. If the addition of preservatives is to be countenanced (and it is difficult to see how the practice can be checked), it is essential that some standard shall be established, and that the fact of such an addition shall be notified to the purchaser.
